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The Decision-Making of Declaring Days
off in the Event of a Typhoon:
Factors Influencing Mayors and County
Magistrates in Suspending Work and
School

Jhi-Kuen Chen”

Abstract

Among various natural disasters, typhoons have a particularly profound
impact, making them a major concern for the governmental administration in
Taiwan. The decision-making process for determining when to announce days
off due to a typhoon provides an opportunity to assess the quality of decisions
made by mayors and county magistrates. This process involves multiple
stakeholders with diverse interests, but the reasons publicly declared by these
officials typically revolve around “public safety.” Currently, there is a lack of
relevant research on this topic, and the decision-making process of mayors and
county magistrates concerning typhoon day suspensions presents numerous
challenges. Therefore, this study aims to explore the factors that influence the
decisions of local mayors and county magistrates when determining typhoon-
related days off in order to gain a deeper understanding of their decision-making
process. This study utilizes relevant theories, formulates hypotheses and

variables, collects secondary data from government agencies, and employs

* Master, Department of Public Policy and Management, Shih Hsin University, email:
phoenix720622(@gmail.com.
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logistic regression and multiple regression analyses to clarify these causality
relationships. The study collected 1,840 cases from 2010 to 2018. The main
results of the study reveal the following: First, mayors and county magistrates
exhibit a notably high accuracy rate in their decisions to declare typhoon-related
days off; yet, these decisions may still face criticism under different conditions.
Second, the decision-making process for typhoon-related days off extends
beyond purely professional considerations, as it also takes into account political
party affiliations and public opinion trends. Third, while mayors and county
magistrates strive to adhere to legal standards in their decisions, they may
sometimes underestimate the severity of the disasters that typhoons can cause. In
conclusion, this study suggests that, in addition to complying with legal
standards, mayors and county magistrates should prioritize pre-disaster
preparedness, post-disaster relief efforts, and addressing the potential disasters

that typhoons may inflict to effectively minimize the hazards posed by typhoons.

Keywords: typhoon, typhoon day/typhoon day off, local government, disaster,

vote
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